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This Newsletter is all about the celebration of our Graduation’s 50th 
Anniversary in September.  Having twice planned to gather to celebrate 
the unique college experience that we share, we are finally getting together 
in Crawfordsville this September.  We can also celebrate our survival of the 
last half century.  We experienced unusual challenges as we graduated and 
as we planned our celebration. We have more reasons to celebrate than 
many classes. 
 
May 1970 - May 2020 
“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of 
wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the spring of hope, it was the 
winter of despair...in short, the period was so far like the present period....”  
With these words, Charles Dickens opened his Tale of Two Cities. These 
same sentiments could appropriately be applied to the month we graduated 
and to May 2020. 
 
We spent our college years in the shadow of the Vietnam War. The month 
before our graduation was marked by the invasion of Cambodia, and the 
killing of unarmed American students in Ohio and Mississippi.  Who among 
us back in 1970 could have guessed that 50 years later our country would 
be in the grip of a pandemic that would kill 10 times more Americans than 
the Vietnam War.   The calendar has been less than kind to us.  But as Bill 
Placher said at our graduation, we had some fun along the way, and we are 
still standing. Bill’s graduation speech is attached. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Our 50th Reunion: September 10 and 11 in Crawfordsville.  
Who: Any member of the Class of 1970 and their spouses. 
Where: Hampton Inn  2895 Gandhi Drive  (765) 362-8884 
 
The college will provide us with a code soon to allow us to book at the 
Hampton Inn with a special rate.  More on that soon. 
 
When: 
Friday, September 10, 2021 
 
1:00 - 3:30 PM 
Hampton Inn Meeting Room 
We’ll get together in a special meeting room from 1 PM onward.  This will 
give us a chance to greet one another, have a drink and begin to share 
stories.  Later in the afternoon we can move on to the campus to have a 
look around. 
 
3:30 - 5:30 PM 
Campus 
Park on campus and take some time to walk around campus.  Visit with 
friends and basically enjoy the Class of ‘70 family reunion opportunity.  The 
college is arranging an informal meal for us for us on campus this evening.   
 
5:30 PM 
Campus Meal 
We’ll grab a dinner and a seat to eat and talk with one another in a special 
area the college is setting up for us.  Like any reunion, we’ll talk among one 
another and enjoy the chance to catch up with our classmates.  We don’t 
have anything formal planned for the time after dinner, but a lot of us will be 
spending time together on campus, in Crawfordsville, or back at the Meeting 
Room in the Hampton Inn. 

 

Saturday, September 11, 2021 

Campus 

8:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
Registration. Check in with the staff and sign the official Alumni Register 

 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/search?hl=en&as_q=Hampton+Inn%2C+crawfordsville%2C+indiana&as_epq=&as_oq=&as_eq=&as_nlo=&as_nhi=&lr=&cr=&as_qdr=all&as_sitesearch=&as_occt=any&safe=images&as_filetype=&tbs=


 
 
8:30 AM 
Morning Walk.  You can go short or go long.  Both will be available. 

9:30 AM 
Campus Tour. Tour the campus with your student guide. 

11:00 AM  
Chapel Sing 

11:30 AM 
Lunch (All) - Shared with the class of ‘71, giving us a chance to visit with 
them. 

12:30 PM 
Class Photographs  

1:00 - 6:00 PM 
Wally's Pub is Open 

1:00 PM 
Wabash Today.  President Scott Feller will welcome you to campus and 
provide an update on the College.    

2:00 - 2:45 PM 
Colloquium  

3:00 - 3:45 PM 
Colloquium 

3:30 PM 
Campus Tour. Tour the campus with your student guide.  

4:00 - 5:00 PM 
Living Units Open for Visits - Another chance to talk with our friends from 
the class of ‘71 

5:30 PM 
Banquet (All) - Each alum will receive a medallion from Wabash at this 
meal. 

 



 
 
Sunday, September 12, 2021 

While we have no class activities planned for Sunday, living unit members 
may want to use Sunday to share a breakfast or brunch together.  Each 
group should plan whatever activity you would like to share. 
 
 
Preparing for the Reunion 
 
Class of ‘70 eBook 
Whether you are able to attend the Reunion or not, we hope you will 
contribute to a class eBook in a couple of ways. 
 
1. Class of ‘70 Wabash Anecdotes 
Please mail printed documents or email electronic documents containing 
your anecdotes, including photos, if any, to me at the addresses listed 
below. I only ask you to use the first or third person voice in your writing.  If 
you send an electronic document, please DO NOT INCLUDE any formatting.  
That’s right, please include unformatted text no matter how you create an 
electronic document.  In all documents (electronic or paper) please use 12 
font text. All materials will be in the public domain once they are in this 
document.  There is no limit to how many anecdotes anyone can provide.  
My advice is to keep each anecdote short, but there is no strict limit.  
 
2. Class of ‘70 Biographies 
Please send me biographical information and a photo of yourself to include in 
our ebook. The limit on each biography will be 25 lines on a standard U.S. 
Letter page.  With electronic documents, please use unformatted size 12 
font.  Since the editor is a volunteer, your bio will be at his mercy.  
 
When: Provide your anecdotes and biography to me by July 5. 

Where: Send your anecdotes and biographies to me at either: 
 
Ron Shelby      or   rshelb7@yahoo.com 
4025 Silver Palm Drive 
Vero Beach, FL 32963 
 
You will have access to the ebook, so you can read, print or 
download it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Campus Update  

Fall semester essentially shut down most activities on the Wabash campus. 
As spring brings renewal to the trees and grounds, it is bringing some 
renewal to student life on campus. Seniors took comps in January. A 
massive snow storm blanketed the campus in February. There is no spring 
break. The big news is that Wabash students should be eligible to get the 
Covid vaccines tentatively on April 9. Academics continuing with classroom 
instructions where possible. Otherwise, they are virtual. The Glee Club gave 
a concert in Chadwick Court on March 26. The singers wore masks and were 
properly distanced. 
 
The college plans on a commencement in the new football stadium. The 
ceremony will involve the classes of 2020 and 2021. Last year’s class had a 
virtual graduation and have already received diplomas. Commencement will 
be 10:30 a.m., Saturday morning, May 15, 2021. The early start provides 
flexibility in case of foul weather. 

Athletics  
The spring athletes are back in competition. Volleyball started its first 
Wabash season. Track is underway. Baseball is 7-7. The students can, with 
some limitations, have visitors at their fraternity houses and dorms. To visit 
the campus, we would need to be invited as a guest.  
 
Dr. David Phillips  
David Phillips, professor of chemistry, passed away on March 4, 2021. He 
served on the faculty from 1968 to 2004. He was Wabash’s first inorganic 
chemist. He and I had become friends from our common interest in 
preserving and promoting the history of Wabash College. He finished Max 
Servies’ book on the history of Wabash sports. Along with Dr. John 
Zimmerman he authored Wabash College, An Illustrated Campus Tour. He 
also authored The Pioneer Chapel, A guide to the portraits. He supported 
Wabash students and the community, including his attendance of many of 
the college’s athletic and cultural events. He was 83.  

Stay safe, guys. See you on Campus.  

WAF  

Ron Shelby  
Class of 1970 Agent  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Resources  
For more information on how the Wabash campus continues residential teaching 
and learning through the pandemic: https://www.wabash.edu/covid/  
 
For documents, including weekly updates from President Feller 
and Ann Taylor: https://www.wabash.edu/covid/documents  

For the latest in events on campus, many of which you can join virtually:  
https://www.wabash.edu/calendar/ or https://www.wabash.edu/www/ 

The Bachelor: https://www.wabash.edu/bachelor/  

 

Ideas for your Biography with thanks to Tom Petska 
Biography primer 

Name, address, and contact information:    

Marital Status:  

Children and Grandchildren:  

Education and Training: 

Personal and Professional Highlights and Accomplishments: 

Activities and Interests: 

 
Attached is a piece by Frank Reynolds regarding our 
Commencement in 1970. 
 
 
 

https://www.wabash.edu/www/
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