Pedagogy and Digital Technologies: Language Labs in the 21st Century

A NITLE Conference

September 29-October 1, 2006

Wabash College

4:30 PM
Registration (Trippett Hall)

6:00 PM
Dinner and Keynote Address, Detchon Hall

Welcomes from Wabash College and NITLE

Keynote:  "Pondering Learner Preferences: The Role of Formative Evaluation in the Development of Digital Materials"

Carl Blyth, Associate Professor of French Linguistics in the Department of French and Italian and Director of the Texas Language Technology Center at the University of Texas, Austin

The focus of this talk is the decade-long process that resulted in the technology-enhanced beginning French program at the University of Texas at Austin.  In order to better understand what worked and what did not, the developers included successive iterations of formative evaluation followed by modifications to technological tools and classroom practices.

While this process actually included three separate “stories” of software development, a meta-narrative unified all three.  From the first formative evaluation to the last, students repeatedly told developers that they found learning heavily contextualized foreign language extremely difficult and frequently requested more decontextualized language for textbook presentations and for practice.  Through the process of formative evaluation (i.e.,learner reactions and developer responses), the developers tried to strike a balance between what students said they wanted (i.e., more decontextualized language practice) and what developers believed that students needed (i.e., more contextualized language use).

While formative evaluation results in a more learner-centered curriculum with more user-friendly technology, it also presents thorny challenges.  For example, do students really know how they learn best?  How can developers discern when student wants indicate legitimate needs?  And what about the wants and needs of the developers?

Keynote speaker's background: Professor Blyth teaches courses in French linguistics, sociolinguistics, and applied linguistics.  His research interests include cross-cultural communication, narrative analysis, discourse grammar, sociocultural theories of language learning, pedagogical grammar and instructional technology. 

He is author of Untangling the Web: Nonce’s Guide to Language and Culture on the Internet (1999) and editor of The Sociolinguistics of Foreign Language Classrooms (2003, Heinle and Heinle Publishers).  A co-authored book entitled Learning French Grammar in Context: Theory and Practice (Yale University Press) and a second year textbook called Pause-café (McGraw-Hill) will both appear in November 2006. In addition to his ‘print’ scholarship, he has been heavily involved in electronic publishing.  Most notably, he was the head content developer for an online reference grammar of French called Tex’s French Grammar (www.laits.utexas.edu/tex).  In 2004, he and his co-authors completed Français Interactif (www.laits.utexas.edu/fi), a multimedia-based first year French program that was recently cited by the National Endowment of the Humanties as “one of the best online resources for education in the humanities.” 

Saturday 

Note:  All Saturday sessions will be held in Hays Hall, Room 104.

9 to 10:30:  Integrating the "Five C's" of the National Standards for Foreign Language Education with Pedagogy and Technology 

In 1999, the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages released the latest version of the National Standards for Foreign Language Education, which define what students should know and be able to do in foreign language education. In this panel, language faculty members and academic staff supporting language teaching will each discuss their use of technology in the context of one of these national standards.

COMMUNITIES: Participate in Multilingual Communities at Home and Around the World

Akiko Meguro, Instructor in Japanese Language, Dickinson College, will present on using social software (MIXI, a Japanese social networking site similar to MySpace)

COMMUNICATION: Communicate in Languages Other Than English

Harry Velez, Professor of Hispanic Studies, University of Puget Sound, will present on experimentation with commercial free audio programs (ODEO for podcasts and YackPack for Audio blogs) in both language and literature classes.

CULTURES: Gain Knowledge and Understanding of Other Cultures

Felix Kronenberg, Instructor of German and Language Technology Specialist, Pomona College, will give a presentation which will combine narrated photo stories, computer games, comic and Manga creation, podcasting, skypecasting, and videoconferencing. 

CONNECTIONS: Connect with Other Disciplines and Acquire Information

Luz Forero, Associate Director, Keck Language and Culture Studio, Occidental College, will give a presentation on the new interdisciplinary function of the Language and Culture Studio and the technologies that help support this interdisciplinarity, such as film editing software (iMovie), video conferencing, skypecasting, and GPS technology.

COMPARISONS: Develop Insight into the Nature of Language and Culture
Frederick Langhorst, Associate Professor of Spanish, Spelman College, and a member of the advisory board for NITLE's REALIA project (www.realiaproject.org), will discuss and demonstrate this inter-campus collaboration in the development of an online collection of digital materials for teaching in a range of languages.

10:30 – 10:45 Break

10:45 – noon
2nd session: Directions for Language Labs and Language Resource Centers in Liberal Arts Colleges. 

Facilitation:  Cynthia Evans, Director, Foreign Language Resource Center, Skidmore College, and Andrew Ross, Director, Language Resource Center, Brown University  

This facilitated discussion will engage participants in considerations of such models as the following: 

· the language lab as a place where technology is used in specific ways to listen and speak (the traditional view of the lab)

· the language resource center for all four skills, including reading and writing, where you may also go to get a conversational partner or use applications for language practice on the web; 

· the language resource center that incorporates a cultural center as well and may for instance organize film series or language tables; 

· the divisional model with a language specialist who may not work in a dedicated space for students but rather works directly with faculty

12-1 PM lunch

1 PM- 2:15 PM:  Dialogues

Five presentations of effective practice from five campus teams:  in each team, faculty members will explain the pedagogy and staff members from language center or IT organization will describe the implementation of the practice.

Akiko Meguro, Instructor in Japanese Language, and Todd Bryant, Language Program Administrator, Dickinson College

"Linking Native Japanese and English Speakers via Skype"
Akiko Meguro uses Skype to supplement the interaction of her students within the Japanese Mixi community with weekly language exchanges via Skype.

1) Dan Reynolds, Assistant Professor of German, and Mike Conner, Curricular Technology Specialist, Grinnell College

"Oral Production Assessment with ListenUp and Blackboard" 

ListenUp is a java applet that records and edits audio and uploads the recorded files to a webserver. At Grinnell College we have put a system in place whereby ListenUp is used to add audio recording capability in a course area in Blackboard. The system uses a PHP/MySQL back end, with information pulled from Blackboard, to manage the assignments and the resulting audio files. This system enables faculty to easily obtain and assess audio recordings of students' oral production. The system also allows the faculty to provide specific and general feedback by editing the audio recording, inserting comments into the original file. It has been used to obtain short (2-4 min.), journal-type monologues that are assessed in terms of the students’ grammatical accuracy, pronunciation, and fluency. It has proven very effective for this purpose, particularly at the introductory levels; however, more elaborate uses at intermediate and upper-level classes are possible and are being explored by faculty.

2) Mary Anne O'Neil, Professor of French, and Cheyenne Wissenbach, Academic Technology Consultant, Whitman College

"Using Cleo for Video and Audio Comprehension Exercises in Intermediate French"  

Professor O'Neil will explain the advantages of using Cleo, a learning and collaboration system based on the Sakai Project, over simply presenting video and audio clips during class. These advantages include letting the students replay the clips until they understand the content, work at their own pace and practice their pronunciation. This method also saves valuable class time. Cheyenne Wissenbach will explain the adaptations that were necessary to accommodate Whitman's language students.

3) Marina Llorente, Associate Professor of Spanish, and Sondra Smith, Co-CIO and Director, Educational Technologies, St. Lawrence University

Professor Llorente will present her DVD documentary of Spanish poetry, which she uses with her classes, and Sondra Smith will explain the software and processes used in its development. The DVD, "Poetry in Action: Emerging Commitments in the Poetry of Spain," was produced from personally videotaped interviews with contemporary Spanish poets in Spain. The documentary DVD is the culmination of two years of materials collection and manipulation and is used in college level language, culture and literature courses.

4) Kim Armstrong, Associate Professor of Spanish, and Oscar Retterer,  Director of Academic Technology Services, Franklin & Marshall College
The “weblog” represents one of the latest innovations in web technology and use. Professor Armstrong and Mr. Retterer collaborated on a fourth semester Spanish course in 2004 which used blogs in the classroom as a writing medium rather than a more traditional approach. They have been working on a paper on how they collaborated, created and coaxed the nascent blog along, as well as its effect on students, and will discuss the experience of this collaboration and their findings.

2:15 – 2:30 PM Break

2:30 – 3:45 PM:  Online Environments as Language Learning Spaces

Todd Bryant, Language Program Administrator, Dickinson College

Three- dimensional environments are becoming more and more common on the web and are the standard for gaming.  Many of these games allow for the creation of entire worlds with a specified target language.  For language teachers, this creates the opportunity to create instances of virtual immersion. Several aspects of these environments, at least in theory, make them very suitable for language instruction.  They are usually filled with authentic video and audio, tasks within the game require use of the target language to be completed, they are often populated with native speakers, and they encourage cooperation among the players.  Todd will demonstrate several of these environments including Virtual Madrid, Sims 2, Second Life, and World of Warcraft and then discuss if, when and how they can be integrated into the foreign language classroom.

3:45 – 4:45 PM Student Perspectives on Virtual Gaming as a Pedagogical Tool

Moderator: Robert Hershberger, Associate Professor of Spanish, DePauw University

Responses to the ideas in Mr. Bryant's presentation, other presentations, and the impact of technology on their language learning by students from Wabash College and DePauw University.

4:45 – 6 PM free time (optional campus tours will be offered at 5 PM, leaving from the lobby of Hays)

6 – 7:00 PM Dinner

During dinner, participants will be provided with 3 x 5 cards and asked to write an idea for inter-institutional collaboration with technology in the teaching of languages, within or beyond the language center. 

7:15 PM “ïTuning Academe: New Models of Cooperation and Publication in Language Technology”

Andrew Ross, Director of the Language Resource Center, Brown University

Sunday morning:  

9:00-10:15 AM:  Languages and Technology 2016

Where do faculty members and technologists see language teaching going in the next decade, and how do we get there?  What trends do participants see on the horizon?

· Separate track for faculty to brainstorm what they would like to be able to do with technology to support current pedagogical thinking 

· Separate track for language technologists to talk about emerging technologies of particular promise, interest, and relevance 

After dicussion in these separate role-based groups, faculty members and language program administrators/center directors/technologists will regroup to share insights.

10:15-10:30: Break

10:30-11:45 Plans for collaboration

The final session will be devoted to planning collaborations in areas of interest to the participants, with opportunities to identify, prioritize, discuss, and report on a group of next steps in collaborations. 

11:45
Box lunches available for participants (those with early departures for the airport may wish to take them along; others may wish to sit down together for lunch.)

